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Jim Hamby, LES Principal

How a Father Can Help Children Succeed at School

Success at school is imperative in today's society. While not all children are destined to
academic greatness, many will find work in careers that have not even been invented yet
and some will succeed in life that will require little formal education. The indicators are
clear that a good solid education makes future life better. Fathers want what is best for
their children, and we all should be motivated to help them succeed at school. The process
of helping them have success in their educational pursuits is a multi-faceted one; an effort
which takes a lot of work but bears fruit over a long time. Fathers who want their children
to succeed at school should consider these approaches.

Read with and encourage your children to read. A father can give probably no
more I mportant gift to his children than
academically. Virtually every subject at school is enhanced when a child is a good reader
and loves to read. Reading with your preschooler, your elementary age student and your
secondary student, and helping them find good books to read, is among the very best
things you can do with your child.

Listen and talk with your children. Our children develop language skills first at
home, as they listen to adults, parents and other family members communicate and share
ideas. Involving the children in conversation from their earliest years is one way fathers
can help them develop educationally. Talk during the day frequently and look for teaching
opportunities. When you are on a walk, talk about what you see and hear. At the store, you
can talk about prices, value, saving and spending. You can, and should, even talk as you
watch television about what you are seeing.

Control television and video game time. Children are naturally drawn to the fast -
paced technology and electronic devices that shape our life. The sights, sounds and colors
are so different from the world we experienced. However, allowing these tech choices to
get out of hand will tend to limit their educational pursuits. So limit the time and circum-
stances for ontline activities, television, DVDs and video games. You might even try
turning off the some of these devices for a weekjust to see what happens at home. In
addition, make sure that you are aware of what they are viewing online, who they are
chatting with, watching on TV, the movie they are going to see, check those television and
video game ratings, and how much time they spend at these activities.

Continued on next page. %
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http://fatherhood.about.com/od/educatio1/a/preschool_read.htm
http://fatherhood.about.com/od/educatio1/a/highschool_read.htm
http://fatherhood.about.com/od/activities/a/turnofftv.htm
http://vgstrategies.about.com/od/faq/a/ESRBRatings.htm
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Create a study center.  As children enter into their formative school years, you will want to
create a place for them to study, do homework and research. Thestudy center should be free of
distractions and organized so that they can work effectively, but should have room for mom or
dad to join them for some of their activities.

Monitor their studies. For our children, we found it helpful to sit down right after their
after-school snack totalk about their day and to look through their backpack. We could see the
scored assignments, discuss those, and look at future responsibilities. We could talk about
upcoming homework assignments and projects. We could get started or make progress on
longer-term projects. Most of all, we could help them stay organized, focused and get things
turned in on time. Staying on top of their schoolwork and assignments is a big help for all
concerned.

Attend parent -teacher conferences.  Schools will schedule parent-teacher conferences

where the student, parents and teacher can sit down together and review the student's

performance. Make time to get to all of them if you can and be an active participant. It is too

easy in todayods environment to stay connected w
alerts,on-l i ne grades and attendance, cl ass webpafesEé
school and teachers.

Get involved at school. ~ Whether you take time to volunteer in the classroom, join the PTA or
school improvement council, visit for lunch, walk your child into school once a blue moon,
attend f ami | y fathergdhaould getinvolwed with tkess@ool and its activities. You
will be better acquainted with other parents, the teachers and the school administrators, which
can be a real advantage to your child when he needs it most. Moreover, creating some
connections with these important people in your child's school life will help you have a better
feel for what is happening at school.

Find help when needed. If your child is struggling at school despite your best efforts, it may
be time to ask for additional help. Schools will often have local tutors and tutoring programs.

Your local library may have a homework center where children can get specialized homework
help. Alternatively, if your child appears to have a learning disability, you may want to visit with
your family doctor or a school counselor or therapist. Do not be embarrassed to ask for help if
needed.

The key thing to remember is to make learning a priority for your child and your family. As you
set a good example and focus on your children's success at school, they will come to love
Learning and, as a side benefit, develop a greater relationship with their father.


http://fatherhood.about.com/od/homeworkresources/a/homeworkcenter.htm
http://fatherhood.about.com/od/educatio1/a/talking_school.htm
http://fatherhood.about.com/cs/dadsandschool/a/parent_teacher.htm
http://fatherhood.about.com/od/educatio1/a/school_involve.htm
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Yearbooks on sale now
ONLY $30.00 B

Deadline February 17, 20

Ecsan,

You may order online by visiting their website at
www.online -pay.memorybook.com/parent
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Make sure you reserve a copy o t
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Notes from the Nurse
Jane Pinkham, RN,School Nurse %

Each year we see an occasional case of head | i cel|] amc

The following information, from the Centers f Di S €

na Department of Health and Environment al Con S

http://www. scdhec. gov/ Health/ DiseasesandCondi [ s/ |

How do | ice spread from one student to another?

Lice are spr eadwhbeyn dsitruedcetn tcso nttoauccth t hei rbrhiesahldgs t o
combs, hats, etc. Lice do not jump or f1ly.

If | find Iice in my child6ds i how do | trea it
Use an effective prescri i over the coufjnt e
Comb the head |ice and [ the hair ufsin
After you treat your <chi ' ad,-10 odia yssh oaud d|j accadhr

any remaining nits.

When can my c¢child come back to school ?

Once your child has been treated, and no [ or

before they return to the classroom.

I f you have any other questions8e®dAX2 3 hi s, 5 e (


http://www.scdhec.gov/Health/DiseasesandConditions/InfectiousDiseases/InsectAnimalBorne/HeadLice/
tel:(803)%20821-4023
http://www.online-pay.memorybook.com/parent
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Parent/ Cuits Pance
Fefoap, Marcu 3, 2017
5 pm. - 3 pm
LES Corrererin
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$10 per Parent/Child Couple ($5 per each additional parent/child before March 3.)
At the Door: $15 per couple/$5 each additional child.

Photo Booth available for $3.00
* Students must be accompanied by an adult at all times. *

Proceeds to benefit LTS ‘Relay for Life Team.

Come dance for a cure
and enjoy a DJ,
refreshments, and get your
picture made!
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From Your School Counselors
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I n coll aboration with the elementary School
classes for those parents who wish
Questions such as “How do | get my
there?”, or “How can | stop my <chil

public places?” wil!/ be answered i

Pl easant Hill El ementary School both morni nglp

Questions: Call 803-821-2806 or 803-821-2807

i Love and Logic:

Parenting Class

America’s Most Practical and Entertaining Parent Training
A five-week parent training program designed by the Love and Logic® Institute, Inc.

Would you like to feel more confident as a parent?
Would you like to have more fun parenting?
Would you like feel more relaxed at the end of the day?

Answers to: Parents Learn:
» “How do | get my kids to go to bed the first time How to smooth-out mornings and bedtimes.
| tell them to and have them stay there?” How to raise your children so they become safe,
» “How can | stop my children from whining and smart, confident teens.
arguing?” How to raise responsible kids
« “How to end misbehavior in public places.” Avoid anger and threats and lectures

Spring Morning Session Spring Evening Session

Dates: Feb. 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28 Dates: Feb. 21, 28, March 7, 14, 21, 28
Time: 8:00-10:00 a.m. Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m.

Location: Pleasant Hill Elementary School Location: Pleasant Hill Elementary School

Cost: 530 per parent
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